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The Sternberg Museum

r

he Sternberg Museum is dedicated to
promoting an awareness, understanding, and
appreciation of our living planet, both past and
present. Exhibits feature the paleontology, natural
history, geology, history, archaeology, and ethnology
of the Great Plains, especially Kansas. Come
discover our secrets!
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George F. Sternberg (left) collecting the world-famous "fishwithin-a-fish" fossil in 1952.

The short-necked plesiosaur is one of many animals that
swam in the ocean that covered this area millions of
years ago.

E

xplore our world-famous collection of fossils.
See the remains of giant fishes and reptiles that
lived in the warm seas that covered Kansas during
the age of dinosaurs. Study fossils of elephants,
camels, bison, and other creatures that roamed
Kansas after those seas receded.

From discovery through preparation to exhibit, a rhinoceros jaw
(cover & above) represents one ofmany fossils recovered from
recent excavations at the Minium Quarry.

Natural History

S

ee many of the kinds of animals that live
today in Kansas. Glimpse back in time to
1865, when millions of bison and other large
mammals inhabited the Great Plains. Compare
that abundance of wildlife with a modern-day
scene on a similar grassland in East Africa .

........
The prairie diorama, a highlight of the Beach flail of Natural flif tory,
serves as a contrast to present-day western Kansas.
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Geology
xamine our collection of rocks and minerals
and see the variety that form planet Earth.
Also, an exhibit of meteorites shows some of the
diversity outside our planet.
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Fluorescent minerals demonstrate a colorful process.

I

Archafology and Ethnology
isc~>Ver artifacts of Indian tribes that lived in Kansas,
oth~r areas of the Great Plains, and the Southwest.
Examine projectile points, beads, tools, baskets, and pottery.
Compare these with artifacts from other cultures, including
pottery and weapons from the Far East.
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Pottery on exhibit
represents a variety of
cultures.

History

L

earn about the people, events, and objects that
influenced the development of this region. View
photographs of life at Fort Hays, a military post
established to protect railroad workers and settlers
from Indians. Follow the settlement of the area by
German-Russian immigrants and the development of
what eventually would become Fort Hays State
.U niversity.
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George Custer is just one of the many well-known
people that helped shape the history of this area.

Changing Exhibits

r

here is always something new to discover at
the Sternberg Museum. Temporary exhibits on
loan from other museums supplement the permanent exhibits. Popular past exhibits have focused
on Indian tribes, wildlife art, western art, prairie
plants, and fishes of the Great Plains.

Museum Gift Shop

C

ontinue your discoveries beyond the exhibits of the museum. Our gift shop provides a large selection of
educational materials, including nature and history books, games, activity kits, and other unique items.
There's something for everyone.

STERNBERG MUSEUM
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Fort Hays State University
Hays, KS 67601-4099
(913) 628-4286
Monday - Friday
Saturday & Sunday
Closed holidays.

Hours:

9 AM - 5 PM
1 PM - 5 PM

Admission is FREE. Donations are appreciated.
Group
Tours:

Leaders of large groups should call ahead
to schedule either guided tours or
unguided visits.

Location:

The museum occupies the ground floor of
McCartney Hall on the campus of Fort
Hays State University. It is easily reached
from Interstate 7 0, Hwy 183, or 183 bypass
(Hwy 40 bypass), and is accessible to
persons with disabilities.
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: A-+ Sternberg Museum
_: B -+ Historic Old Fort Hays &
Tourist Information Center

C-+ Ellis County
Fort Hays State University Campus

Historical Museum
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